
382 DECEMBER. 

“ Thus, though abroad, perchance I may appear 
Harsh and austere, 

To those who on my leisure would intrude. 

Reserved and rude, 

Gentle at home amid my friends I’d be , 

Like the high leaves upon the Holly tree. 

“ And should my youth, as youth is apt, I know. 
Some harshness show ; 

All vain asperities I day by day 
Would wear away, 

Till the smooth temper of my age should be 
Like the high leaves upon the Holly tree . 

“ And as, when all the summer trees are seen. 

So bright and green, 

The Holly leaves a sober hue display, 

Less bright than they ; 

And when the bare and wintry woods, we see. 

What then so cheerful as the Holly tree. 

“ So serious should my youth appear among 
The thoughtless throng, 

So would I seem among the young and gay 
More grave than they, 

That in my age as cheerful I might be 
As the green winter of the Holly tree.” 

The Holly has long been made use of at the 
feasts of the nativity, for ornamenting churches 
and dwelling houses. It appears to have been first 
used by the early Christians of Rome, and was 
most likely used for decorating the churches at 
Christmas, because it was customary among the 
Romans to send boughs of holly during the great 
festival of the saturnalia, which occurred about 
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that period, as emblematical of good wishes, with 
the gifts they presented to their friends at that 
season, and the holly came thus to be considered 
as an emblem of peace and goodwill. The use 
made of it in dressing up dwellings at the festive 
season, has thus been sung : — 

“ Then each homestead decked with Holly, 

Bay, and ivy leaves are seen, 

Nature’s brow of melancholy, 

Decking with a chaplet green.” 

And another poet writes, 

“ Above the Holly glads the scene. 

With, prickly leaves of glossy green, 

And girt with balls of scarlet dye, 

Boon nature’s provident supply 
Of banquet for the eager bird, 

Unless to village church transferred. 

It lends its brilliant colours gay 
To grace the Saviour’s natal day.” 

Mavt. 

In England, perhaps the earliest record of the 
custom of decorating churches and houses with 
holly, is in a carol in praise of this tree, in the 
time of Henry VI. In the language of flowers 
the holly is the symbol of foresight and caution. 

The disciples of Zoroaster, the author of fire 
worship, believed that the sun never shadows the 
holly tree ; and the followers of that philosopher, 
who still remain in Persia and India, are said to 
throw water impregnated with holly bark in the 
face of a new born child. 


